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In a lengthy interview published on July 26 by El Diario (Lima), Sendero Luminoso's principal
leader, Abimael Guzman, broke a 10-year public silence. According to Guzman, 53, Peru can expect
large-scale conflict marked by armed uprisings of workers and the dispossessed. El Diario has
reportedly become a mouthpiece for Sendero during the past two years. Guzman's last known
appearance took place when he was briefly detained by police in January 1979. In Lima, critics said
they doubted that reporters had actually interviewed the guerrilla leader in person. No photographs
appeared in the paper. Meanwhile, most political analysts have reportedly accepted the text as a
genuine expression of Guzman's thinking. Sendero Luminoso formally calls itself the Communist
Party of Peru, but maintains no international communist affiliation. Sendero cadres are opposed
to both the ruling APRA party and the socialist United Left coalition. In the interview, Guzman
provided a pedagogical explanation of marxist ideology, party organization and guerrilla tactics,
as well as commentary on Peruvian politics. Guzman once taught philosophy at the National
University of Huamanga in Ayacucho. He was cited as saying that Sendero must prepare for the
final assault: "Our process of the people's war has led us toward the apex. Consequently, we
have to prepare for insurrection, which will be the taking of the cities." Guzman admitted that
the movement had not yet made adequate inroads among urban workers: "The majority of our
militancy is peasantry, and a limitation which we have is the insufficient number of workers." He
attempted to reassure Peruvians that a future Senderista government would respect both religious
freedom and the rights of small property holders. Guzman criticized socialist leaders throughout
the world, from Cuban to Chinese, for bowing to the corrosive effects of revisionism. He was asked
how he expected to sustain the Senderista revolution without international allies. For Guzman,
ideological purity was necessary to maintain the Peruvian party's independence and self- reliance.
In the last year, Sendero Luminoso has attained a higher public profile. Previously, the movement
frowned on political activities not directly related to armed struggle. The group's estimated 1,000
to 3,000 combatants focused on guerrilla actions in the countryside, with the exceptions of political
sabotage and selective assassination in cities. The organization and its top leader consistently
refused any contact with the media and rarely c laimed responsibility for attacks. Recently, however,
the guerrilla organization has established alliances in unions, university student bodies and
shantytown organizations. In April, the guerrilla group joined a coalition of students that won
student elections at Lima's San Marcos University. (Basic data from Washington Post, 08/19/88)
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